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(57) ABSTRACT

The invention relates to a management method for managing
a turning movement of an aircraft taxiing on the ground, the
aircraft having wheels each fitted with an independent drive
device, in which method commands are generated for the
independent drive devices so that at least some of those
devices contribute to the turning movement. According to the
invention, the method comprises the steps of:
estimating at each instant during the turning movement:
an instantaneous total power developed by all of the
independent drive devices in response to the com-
mands; and
an instantaneous mean angular acceleration for all of the
wheels; and
adapting the commands to the independent drive devices
such that the total instantaneous power developed by all
of the independent drive devices is minimized, while
conserving the mean angular acceleration.

5 Claims, 1 Drawing Sheet
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1
METHOD OF MANAGING A TURNING
MOVEMENT OF AN AIRCRAFT TAXIING ON
THE GROUND

The invention relates to a method of managing a turning
movement of an aircraft taxiing on the ground.

It is recalled that an aircraft includes landing gear made up
of a plurality of undercarriages and serving to provide an
interface between the aircraft and the ground.

TECHNOLOGICAL BACKGROUND OF THE
INVENTION

Usually, an aircraft taxies on the ground using drive from
its thrusters. Thus, while the aircraft is taxiing on the ground,
the wheels of the landing gear of the aircraft turn by free-
wheeling. Recently, aircraft manufacturers have been giving
consideration to applying independent drive devices so as to
drive some of the wheels and thus enable an aircraft to taxi on
the ground without assistance from its thrusters. The landing
gear wheels fitted with such devices therefore do not free-
wheel, but instead turn at a speed of rotation that is set by the
motor of the independent drive device associated therewith,
and regardless of the type of movement that the aircraft is
performing on the ground.

During a turning movement on the ground, a dynamic
constraint comes into play: the wheels need to turn at different
speeds of rotation depending on how far away they are from
the instantaneous turning center of the aircraft. When the
wheels are freewheeling, this dynamic constraint does not
raise a problem. In contrast, when the wheels are driven in
rotation by means of independent drive devices, this dynamic
constraint needs to be taken into consideration so that the
independent drive devices drive the wheels to rotate at appro-
priate speeds.

Proposals have thus been made to calculate the appropriate
speed of rotation for each wheel fitted with an independent
drive device on the basis of the following relationship, giving
the difference between the speeds of rotation of two wheels
regardless of whether or not they are fitted with independent
drive devices, while an aircraft is performing a turning move-
ment:

L

Abj-j = —Rwhm Pairplane

where:

Aw, , is the difference between the speeds of rotation of a
wheel number i and a wheel number j;

1, , is the distance between wheel number i and wheel num-
ber j;

® pirprane 18 the turning rate of the aircraft; and

R, ic07 18 the rolling radius of the two wheels numbers i and
j (assuming that each of the wheels i and j has the same rolling
radius).

It should be recalled that for a wheel, the rolling radius is
the notional radius obtained by the ratio of a speed in trans-
lation of the wheel in a horizontal direction divided by the
speed of rotation of the wheel.

Nevertheless, the rolling radius turns out to be complex to
determine since it depends on numerous factors such as the
structure of the tire of the wheel, tire wear, tire inflation
pressure, . . . . A wrongly estimated rolling radius for a wheel
leads to a wrong estimate for the appropriate speed of rotation
for that wheel. The corresponding independent drive device
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2

thus imparts an unsuitable speed to the wheel, thereby giving
rise to high levels of mechanical stress in the undercarriage
that includes the independent drive device: this leads to accel-
erated wear of the tire and of the undercarriage and possibly
also to damaging the undercarriage.

Furthermore, the independent drive device is more heavily
loaded, thereby increasing the total instantaneous power
developed by all of the independent drive devices. This gives
rise to an increase in the power consumption of the indepen-
dent drive device and to a reduction in the efficiency of the
independent drive device.

OBIECT OF THE INVENTION

An object of the invention is to provide a method of man-
aging a turning movement of an aircraft taxiing on the ground
that makes it possible to generate setpoints for the indepen-
dent drive devices that lead to the wheels having speeds of
rotation that are compatible with the turning movement.

BRIEF SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In order to achieve this object, the invention proposes a
management method for managing a turning movement of an
aircraft taxiing on the ground, the aircraft having wheels each
fitted with an independent drive device, in which method
commands are generated for the independent drive devices so
that at least some of those devices contribute to the turning
movement.

According to the invention, the method comprises the steps
of:

estimating at each instant during the turning movement:

an instantaneous total power developed by all of the
independent drive devices in response to the com-
mands; and

an instantaneous mean angular acceleration for all of the
wheels; and

adapting the commands to the independent drive devices

such that the total instantaneous power developed by all
of the independent drive devices is minimized, while
conserving the mean angular acceleration.

The method makes it possible to adapt the commands
without it being necessary to estimate any wheel rolling
radius. The total power is estimated very simply, e.g. by
observing the torque delivered by each of the devices, the
power supply current drawn by each of the devices, . . . . As for
the mean angular acceleration, this is obtained very simply by
averaging the angular accelerations of all of the wheels in
question.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWING

The invention can be better understood in the light of the
following description of a particular, non-limiting embodi-
ment of the invention given with reference to the accompa-
nying figures, in which:

FIG. 11is a diagrammatic plan view of an airplane on which
the invention is implemented; and

FIG. 2 is a diagram showing the implementation of a por-
tion of the method of the invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE INVENTION

With reference to FIG. 1, the method of the invention is
described herein with reference to an aircraft 1 having landing
gear comprising a nose undercarriage 2 at the front of the
aircraft and two main undercarriages 3, 4 located respectively
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to the right and to the left of the fuselage. Each undercarriage
2, 3, 4 in this example has two wheels, with all of the wheels
being fitted with respective independent drive devices. Since
independent drive devices are well known in the prior art, they
are not described in greater detail. It is merely recalled that
they comprise respective motors for driving the wheels.

When the aircraft 1 performs a turning movement on the
ground, each wheel follows a different path on the ground
depending on its distance from the instantaneous turning
center of the aircraft 1. Each wheel therefore needs to adopt a
speed of rotation that is different depending on the path it
follows so that the aircraft 1 performs the desired turning
movement without overloading the undercarriages 2, 3, and 4.

In the example shown, the turning movement is a substan-
tially circular turn of radius R having an instantaneous center
of rotation O. The further the wheel is away from the instan-
taneous center of rotation O, the greater the distance it needs
to travel and thus the faster it needs to rotate.

With reference to FIG. 2, in the invention, the aircraft 1 has
a setpoint generator member 5 for generating a turning speed
setpoint for the aircraft 1. The setpoint generator member 5 is
connected to a management member 6 that generates com-
mands for each of the independent drive devices. The com-
mands are generated so that together the independent drive
devices respond to the turning speed setpoint for the aircraft 1
in such a manner that each independent drive device contrib-
utes to the turning movement by driving the wheel with which
it is associated at an appropriate speed of rotation.

For this purpose, the management member 6 is connected
to a first calculation member 7 that acts at each instant of the
turning movement to estimate an instantaneous power to be
developed by all of the independent drive devices in response
to the commands. In a preferred embodiment, an estimator
member 8 is associated with each independent drive device of
the aircraft 1 so as to act at all instants during a turning
movement of the aircraft 1 to estimate an instantaneous
mechanical power for delivery by said independent drive
device to the wheel with which it is associated. For this
purpose, the estimator member 8 receives from the indepen-
dent drive device information about the instantaneous speed
of rotation of the wheel and the instantaneous mechanical
torque being delivered to the wheel. The first calculation
member 7 thus receives from the estimator member 8 infor-
mation about the mechanical power delivered by an indepen-
dent drive device to the wheel with which it is associated, and
it deduces therefrom the instantaneous power developed by
all of the independent drive devices.

The management member 6 is also connected to a second
calculation member 9 that acts at each instant of the turning
movement to estimate a mean instant angular acceleration for
all of the wheels, the second calculation member 9 receiving,
at each instant during a turning movement, and from each
independent drive device, instantaneous angular acceleration
information concerning the associated wheel.

On the basis of the information concerning the instanta-
neous total power developed by all of the independent drive
devices and on the basis of the mean angular acceleration
information for all of the wheels, the management member 6
adapts the commands to the independent drive devices in such
a manner that the total instantaneous power developed by all
of'the independent drive devices is minimized, while conserv-
ing the mean angular acceleration. The method may also be
expressed by the following optimization problem:
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N
minPiy = Z Ci-w;
i=1

under the constraint
1 N
o= WZJ @; = constant
p

where:

P,,,1s the cost criterion representing the total instantaneous
power developed by all of the independent drive devices;

N is the number of wheels taken into account in the crite-
rion;

C, is the mechanical torque delivered to wheel number i;

, is the angular acceleration of wheel number i; and

@ 1sthe mean angular acceleration for the rotation of all of
the wheels.

Naturally, the invention is not limited to the implementa-
tions described and variant implementations may be applied
thereto without going beyond the ambit of the invention as
defined by the claims.

In particular, although it is said that the total instantaneous
power delivered by all of the independent drive devices is
estimated from the mechanical power and more precisely
from the mechanical torque delivered by each independent
drive device to the wheel with which it is associated, it is
possible to express the instantaneous total power by other
means. In particular, knowing the voltage across the terminals
of'each of the independent drive devices, and by determining
the electric current consumed by each independent drive
device, it is possible to estimate the power consumed by each
independent drive device in order to rotate the wheel with
which it is associated. This enables the instantaneous total
power to be estimated.

Although it is stated that the landing gear comprises a front
nose undercarriage 2 and two rear main undercarriages 3 and
4, the landing gear could naturally have some other configu-
ration. In addition, the landing gear could have some other
number of undercarriages, and each undercarriage could have
some other number of wheels. It is possible for only some of
the wheels of the landing gear to be fitted with respective
independent drive devices.

What is claimed is:

1. A management method for managing a turning move-
ment of an aircraft taxiing on the ground, the aircraft having
wheels each fitted with an independent drive device, in which
method commands are generated for the independent drive
devices by a management member so that at least some of
those devices contribute to the turning movement, wherein
the method comprises the steps of:

estimating at each instant during the turning movement:

by a calculation member, an instantaneous total power
developed by all of the independent drive devices in
response to the method commands; and

by a calculation member, an instantaneous mean angular
acceleration for all of the wheels; and

adapting the commands to the independent drive devices

by the management member such that the total instan-
taneous power developed by all of the independent drive
devices is minimized, while conserving the mean angu-
lar acceleration.
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2. The management method according to claim 1, wherein
the instantaneous total power is estimated from a mechanical
power delivered by each of the independent drive device to
the wheel with which it is associated.

3. The management method according to claim 1, wherein 5
the instantaneous total power is estimated from a mechanical
torque delivered by each of the independent drive device to
the wheel with which it is associated.

4. The management method according to claim 1, wherein
the instantaneous total power is estimated from a power con- 10
sumed by each of the independent drive device.

5. The management method according to claim 1, wherein
the instantaneous total power is estimated from an electric
current consumed by each of the independent drive device.
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